
Supporting and Learning 
Together - Phonics 



Aims
• To share how phonics is taught 

• To develop your confidence in helping your child with 
phonics and reading

• To recap the basics of phonics and some useful phonics 
terms

• To outline the different stages in phonic development 

• To show examples of activities and resources we use to 
teach phonics 

• To give you an opportunity to ask questions



over 100 ways to spell those 
sounds

26 letters

Did You Know…?
The English language has:

It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read and spell.

44 sounds



What is phonics? 



Phonics is all about using …

skills for 
reading and 

spelling

knowledge
of the 

alphabet
+

Learning phonics will help your child 
to become a good reader and writer.



Every child in Reception and KS1 
learns daily phonics at their level 
but in Year 1 phonics is taught 
twice a day.

Phonics gradually progresses from 
learning sounds to learning 
spellings – rules etc.



•Every day the children have 20 minute
sessions of phonics.
• Fast paced approach 
• Lessons encompass a range of games, songs and 
rhymes.
•We use Letters and Sounds scheme to support the 
teaching of phonics .This is the most common way to 
teach phonics in British primary schools.
•There are  sets of sounds that the children move 
through at their own pace. It is divided into six 
phases, intended to begin in the preschool years and 
finish at the end of year 2 (age 7).

Daily Phonics



Phonics terms– A Quick Guide

phonics The smallest units of sound that are found within a word

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than 
one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt 
differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ 
and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting sounds together to read  a word , e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its individual sounds in order to 
spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



Phonics terms– A Quick Guide

Digraph – Special Friends: Two letters that make one sound when 
read ( ll, ff, ss)

Trigraphs - Three letters that make one sound (igh, ear, ure)

CVC - Stands for consonant, vowel, consonant ( c-a-t, s-a-t)

Tricky words - Words that cannot easily be decoded (the, you, Mr)



Lesson



What happens in a 
Phonics lesson?

• Quick recap of taught sounds

• Introduce the new sound 

• Use prior knowledge to discuss words they 
may already know

• Blend/segment words with the new sound

• Practise writing the new sound

• Practise reading sentences with the new 
sound



Letters
and 

Sounds



This phase is divided into seven strands:

Phase 1

Aspect 1: Environmental Sounds Children are exposed to a variety of sounds in 
the environment, being encouraged to copy them.

Aspect 2: Instrumental Sounds Children are encouraged to listen to and make 
sounds using different instruments. 

Aspect 3: Body Percussion Children use their body to accompany songs and 
rhymes, for example by clapping and tapping.

Aspect 4: Rhythm and Rhyme Children are exposed to a range of books and 
rhymes. Children are encouraged to join in with repeated refrains and rhymes.

Aspect 5: Alliteration Children are encouraged to listen to initial sounds within 
words. They are asked to think of other words beginning with the same sound.

Aspect 6: Voice Sounds Children are asked to create different mouth 
movements and say a range of sounds.



Find the Rhymes



Phase Two
In Phase 2, children begin to learn some letter sounds and to match them to 

graphemes.

Most of the first sounds are single-letter sounds but there are also several 
digraphs, where one sound is represented by two letters, e.g. ‘ck’, ‘ll’, ‘ss’.

Children will also learn to read the ‘tricky’ words the, to, go, I, no, which 
cannot be read phonetically.

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5

s   a   t   p i n   m   d g   o   c  k ck e   u   r b   f,ff l,ll ss





Phase Three

Children are taught these further graphemes:

Set 6 Set 7

j     v     w     x y     z   zz qu

Digraphs Trigraphs

ch sh th ng ai ee oa oo
ar or     ur ow     oi     er

igh ear     air     ure



https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk



Phase Four

By Phase 4, children are able to represent each phoneme with 
a grapheme. Children will be able to read CVC words and begin 
to segment them to spell them.

Phase 4 is consolidation of children’s knowledge. 

Children also move on to blending and segmenting using 
adjacent consonants, e.g. st, sp, tr, br, spr, str in words such 
as string, blow, train.



Buried Treasure
What have the pirates hidden in the chest?



brick



Yes or No?
Can a clock clap hands?

Can a spoon grab a fork?

Do trains run on tracks?



Phase Five

Children will broaden their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes. 

They will learn alternative ways of spelling the phonemes they have 
already learnt.

They will learn strategies to help them choose the correct grapheme 
for spelling.

Children will be reading with more and more fluency, no longer 
needing to ‘sound out’ most familiar words.

New Graphemes for Reading:

ay ou ie ea oy ir

aw wh ph ew oe au

a-e e-e i-e o-e u-e



Phoneme spotter
i-e ie i



How can I help my 
child at home?



Use the correct sounds:

Sounds should be articulated 
clearly and precisely.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
LlTw0oiLNys

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlTw0oiLNys


When spelling, encourage your child to think 
about what “looks right”.

Have fun trying out different options…wipe clean 
whiteboards are good for trying out spellings as well as 
magnetic letters.

• tray                   trai
• rain                    rayn
• boil                    boyl
• boy                    boi
• throat                 throwt
• snow                   snoa



Make it fun and play games:

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-
games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/


Work on listening skills.

Practise segmenting and blending.

Support your child to complete homework.

Practise new sounds and graphemes.

Read to and with your child every day.

Look for familiar sounds and words in the 
world around you.



What is this working 
towards?

At the end of Year 1 (In June) there is a Phonics 
screening test that tests the child’s reading of real 
and nonsense words. There are 40 words to read 
altogether.

Week commencing: Monday 8th June 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


Don’t forget…

Learning to read should 
be fun for both 

children and parents.


